July 31, 2007

DEQ Headquarters
811 SW Sixth Avenue
Portland, OR 97204-1390

Re:
Sewage Pump Spill

Enclosed, please find a cd of photos and a short video of a sewage pump that sits next to my home.

This sewage pump has had operational problems since I moved into my home in October, 2005. Over the last few months, these problems are becoming more regular. Over the last month, there have been at least 5 incidences of sewage pouring from the pump system. The motor is old and worn and frequently stops pumping sewage into the city system. The pump system then becomes full and leaks out the sides.

The City of Lafayette advises this is the last pump in town that is old and does not have a telemetry system to advise them when it malfunctions. So, it has become our burden to notify the Public Works Department each time there is an incident. Sometimes when these issues happen, we are sleeping and don’t know there is a spill for several hours before it is reported. Sometimes, we are jarred awake from the vibration it causes to our home.
The city has not budgeted for the repair or replacement of this pump during this or any other fiscal year and has not made any statements that lead me to believe it to be coming any time soon.

Is there any authority you have that can cause the city to get this repaired for the long term or replaced? 

Thank you for your time and consideration. Please let me know of the status of my complaint and inquiry.

Sincerely,

Angela Flood

287 Canyon View Drive

Lafayette, OR  97127

503-857-2552

Enclosure:
CD of photos and video of the sewer pump

