Councilor Harper defends open access to public records
The following letter was submitted to newlafayette.org in response to the intense questioning Councilor
Leah Harper received at the May 19, 2010 city council meeting.
*****
Dear Residents of Lafayette,
Last night at the Council meeting I was attacked by councilors for my participation
in inspecting and scanning city documents on Wednesday, May 12, 2010.
I, along with a consultant involved in our current water investigation, went to
City Hall to obtain public water records. I was asked to oversee the inspection
as a city councilor, and the inspection had been approved by Administrator
Justin Boone.
Administrator Boone had informed us that councilors have access to all public
records and I am in full agreement with this belief, as it is our responsibility to
maintain oversight at City Hall. This opportunity to scan public water documents
was necessary in forwarding the water investigation.
I agreed to supervise this action, as I also have had a request in to City Hall for
information pertaining to $2.7 million dollars which was spent as part of the
city’s Water Capital Projects under the Bond Proceeds from 2000. I want
a break down and accountability of how this money was spent, but had not
been able to obtain the information from Trena McManus, who is assistant to
the City Administrator.
On May 12th, we were directed to a file cabinet that apparently contains all the
public (not private) records related to Lafayette’s water. I was not charged in
assisting and participating in obtaining these records, as no staff time was
spent supervising this.
As a city councilor, I take my role seriously and I believe the citizens of
Lafayette deserve proper oversight. This is something Administrator Boone
also was supportive of.
For a long time now, I have attempted to get answers and public records to
much of the questions that I believe still remain regarding Lafayette’s water
and financial state. I adamantly oppose any argument that a city councilor, or
any citizen must pay to obtain crucial public records that should be readily
available online.
I have forwarded the scanned documents I received to City Hall and expect
that they will be posted online as soon as possible, making them accessible to
anyone interested.
Unfortunately, only limited information was obtained on May 12th, due to time
constraints. Though Administrator Boone is now gone from City Hall, I, along
with others, will continue to press for every and all remaining public documents

pertaining to Lafayette water. I also will continue to ask the council to
change our current city ordinances that make it difficult and costly to get public
records.
One resident stated in anger last night that she can’t afford to get public
records. That is what is wrong with the current policy in Lafayette. Even as
a city councilor, it has been very difficult to have access and bring proper
oversight to City Hall. I have battled this issue, with much opposition, since
I was sworn in and took an oath to serve the city.
Under ORS 192.420 “every person” has the right to inspect any non-exempt
public record. The file cabinet that I was directed to should not in any way
contain citizens private information, therefore, any councilor or citizen should
have the right to access and inspect records without risk. If the city has not
kept citizens private information separate and secured, that too will have to be
addressed at City Hall.
The state laws are clear, and city ordinances should follow the essence of the
laws: access to public records should be open to the public and easily accessible
for inspection by anyone that chooses.
Hopefully, in the future these records will be posted online, as they should be,
and citizens and councilors will not have to endure the scrutiny and cost others
have endured to get answers.
Sincerely,
Leah Harper
Lafayette City Councilor

